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Cost Mission Description
Free The Depariment of Small and Local Business Development

(DSLBD) supports the development, economic growth, and
retention of District-based businesses, and promaotes economic
development throughout the District's commercial corridors.

Business Stages Served

All Stages
Languages Offered Programs and Services
English, Spanish, Amharic, DSLBD SmallBiz Assist offers one-on-one sessions for DC-based
Chinese [Mandarin), Korean, entrepreneurs and businesses to learm more about their programs,
French connect with additional services in the District, and develop a for-
profit business.
Wards/Ne;ghborhoods The Certified Business Enterprises (CBE} program helps position your
Served business fo better compete in DC govemment contracting
Districtwide opportunities. Businesses can receive one-on-one counseling leam
more about the application process or ofher assistance with the
CBE program.

DC APEX Accelerator offers personalized business counseling and
competitive insights for navigating the govemment contracting
process successfully. You can receive assistance with confract
research to subcontracting and proposal preparation.

The WeAspire Training and Pitch Competition is a 14-week business
Business Assistance training program for DC residents who were previously
Services incarcerated and/or justice involved (parole or probation) and
seeking to build or launch their businesses.
Specidlized Industries
The Dream Pifch Program is an 8-week cohort-based training
Financing and Budgeting Services program for microbusinesses in Ward 7 and 8, culminating in the

Business Planning and Dream Pitch Competition. Awardees receive between $2,000 io

Development Services $7.500.

The Made in DC program supports and promotes DC resident-
owned businesses that make products locally, including
intellerti ol nronerty iminisic art notent cond written workcl




